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                                       Thus sayse God of Israel, “Let my people go’”
                                                                         Exodus 5:1
 
                   About 3,300 years ago, the Israelites were slaves in the land of           
                   Egypt. God sent Moses to lead them out of Egypt (the Exodus)
and to the Promised Land. Pharoah refused many times to let God’s people
go. It took signs and wonders and 10 plagues to break his hard heart. And
even then, Pharoah changed his mind and took his army to the Red Sea.
Over and over again, God did amazing things to free the Israelites from
their physical chains of slavery.

 Once free, though, they needed to learn how to live as God’s holy people in
this newfound freedom AND they needed to learn to trust God. The people
turned out to be quite the whiners. We might think that after 10 plagues,
parting of the Red Sea, manna appearing each morning for them, water
coming from a rock, and so much more – we might think that after all that it
would be easy to trust in God to provide for them and to thank God for all
the blessings they had received.

 The Israelites had left behind their bricks and chains in Egypt, but they still
were slaves to their own fears and the lessons they had learned in slavery.
While God had them wander in the desert for 40 years, God worked to help
them understand who they were, who God was, and that they could trust
God to guide them and help them. God gave them the 10 Commandments
and helped them organize themselves as a community of believers. 
 As we approach Thanksgiving Day, what might hold us back from being
grateful? What worries might we be slaves to? What comparisons do we
make with others that tighten the chains of envy around us? How have our
possessions become burdens for us? How does God need to set us free so
we can live in joy and gratitude?

 I wonder how the trip to the Promised Land would have been different for
Moses and the Israelites if they would have remembered what God had
done for them. Instead of whining and murmuring and complaining to
Moses – instead of assuming God had abandoned them in the desert to die
when things got tough – what if they had paused to list off what God had
done for them? What if they told their history through the lens of how
powerful and compassionate God had been in freeing them? Maybe they
could have looked at their lists and prayed, “God, you came through for us
many times before. Help us to trust you to do it again. And thank you for
what you have given us and the promise of continuing to be with us.”
 
We don’t have to wait for a certain date on the calendar to thank God for all
we have. And we can remember that, when our hearts are in bondage, God
is a God who sets his people free.

 Blessings on your Thanksgiving celebrations,
 Pastor Diane



  October 2026  Memorials
  Christian Education

In memory of Kathy Kram
Given by Bernard & Edna Elsner

In memory of Marlin Legler
Given by Bernard & Edna Elsner

                                          Fam/Friends of: Bev Krentz (Debbie Magnuson’s mom), F/f of Ginger Elsner (Bernard   
                                          Elsner’s sis-in-law); Jan Pearson, Edie Johnson (broken leg), Gary & Bea Tait, Michelle           
                                          Carlblom, Bernie Walters, Tim Yokom (Jerry’s bro), Marleen Pytlik, Madonna Bacher-  
                                          Slack, Gayle Hoff, Chad Henningsgard, Karen Magnuson, Beth Busche (Kathy Hoef’s sis-  
                                          in-law), Don Clark (Kathy Brobst-Clark’s husband); Military men/women; Missionaries;
Casa de Fe orphanage; EaND Synod Bishop Tessa Moon-Leiseth/ELCA Bishop Rev. Yehiel Curry; Peace

                          “FOR ALL THE SAINTS…”  All Saints Sunday: November 1 , 2026,  10:00 a.m.st

                        We will remember, by name and lighting a candle, those Trinity saints & others who have died    
                         and gone before us since last All Saints Day, as we gather for Worship at 10 a.m. on All Saints   
                         Sunday, November 1.
We thank GOD for:  Jim Gordon, Donald “Doc” Thompson, Margaret Heise, DonnaMae Weis, Dawn
Jongeward, Mary Jane Collins, & Judy Horne.   ... and other family members and friends you name and
continue to hold in your hearts.

As part of the service, you will be invited to light a candle in memory of your loved ones. Pr. Diane will give
instructions at that time. We give thanks to God for all the people who have been important parts of our lives
and now rest with God forever. 

                                                  On Sunday, Oct. 11,   
                                                we celebrated &    
                                                honored Pr. Diane,  
                                                for Pastor   
                                                Appreciation  
                                                day/month.
                                                During Worship,  
                                                there was a fun  
                                                gameshow skit   
                                                called, “I’ve Got a   
 Secret!”, which shared some interesting
tidbits about Pr. Diane, but more
importantly, reminded us that pastors & all
Christians are “human” with their own
strengths & weaknesses.  

We also had cupcakes & donuts in the TLC
Dining room afterwards.  Thanks to all who
honored Pr. Diane with a hug, a card, or
words of appreciation!   

Thank you to the following TLC’ers who help to
make our church grounds/building looking great:
Bruce Kracht, Rob Nelson, Gary Botner, & the
Westman family.  We appreciate all of you!

TLC Youth going to the 2027 Youth Gathering are:
Cambrie Westman, Trent Johnson, & Ben Johnson



Mission Breakfast
for Casa de Fe
Sunday, Nov. 8, 2026
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. (or until gone)
TLC lower level dining room
Free-will offering proceeds benefit
the children of Casa de Fe orpahange
in Shell, Ecuador. 

Barnes County Ministerial
Community Thanksgiving service

 Sunday, Nov. 22 , 2026, 4 p.m.nd

Congregational United Church of Christ,
Valley City

Free Meal following the service.

Monetary donations received will go to
the Community Assistance fund of the

Barnes County Ministerial Association.  
In Kind Offering of non-perishable goods

for the Barnes County  Food Pantry. 

       Great Plains Food Bank
      Mobile Distribution

Thursday, Nov. 5th, 1:30—3 p.m.
Parking lot of Epworth United Methodist

Church, VC
 

The Great Plains Food Bank Mobile Food
Pantry provides fresh vegetables, fruits,
shelf-stable items, meat, bakery items,
boxed goods and much more to
communities in need. 
 

Items are distributed right off of a truck by
staff and volunteers and delivered directly
to people in need. Distributions are set up
as a drive-through where clients are able to
stay in their cars and items are placed
directly inside their vehicle. 
 

All in need of food assistance are welcome
to come and receive food at no cost! A
short intake form is filled out onsite; no
pre-registration or referrals required. 
 

                         Community Thanksgiving Food Baskets  
                         It's almost time for our Thanksgiving Basket 
                         tradition! We are once again partnering with
Faith and Our Savior's  to bless local families with
Thanksgiving meals. Each Thanksgiving basket is filled with
food & goodies to make a special holiday special for a family
in need — including turkey, potatoes, vegetables, pie, and
more.  On average, each basket costs about $50, and this
year we plan to provide 175 baskets to households in our
community.

Important Dates:
🧺 Basket Packing: Thursday, Nov. 19 – 5:30pm
🚗 Basket Pickup: Friday, Nov. 20 – 5:30pm
🚗 Basket Delivery: Friday, Nov. 20 – 5:00pm

 

Join us for basket packing on Thursday, Nov. 19 at 5:30 p.m.
at Faith. Delivery begins Friday, Nov. 20 at 5 p.m., with pick-
up at 5:30 p.m. Volunteers of all ages and abilities are
welcome—this is a great service opportunity, especially for
Confirmation students!

Thank you to all who gave a monetary donation on Oct. 25
@ TLC.  If you missed that and would still like to donate,
please place your donation in an envelope labeled
"Thanksgiving Baskets”, drop it in the offering plate, and we
will make sure it gets to where it needs to go. 

th

If you or someone you know could use a Thanksgiving
basket this year, please contact Faith Lutheran Church
office by Friday, Nov. 6.  to be added to the recipient list. 

Thank you for supporting this important outreach to our
community!

                   Bucks $$$ for Bus rides!
                                TLC’s Outreach, Stewardship, & Global 
                              Missions Committee is once again
organizing a donation drive to purchase transit bus tickets
for the clients of Abused Person Outreach Center (APOC).
APOC has indicated that bus tickets are especially needed
during the winter months. It is challenging to walk in the
cold, and tickets can go quickly. For example, a trip to the
grocery store for a mother & 2 children requires 6 tickets. 
 

Throughout December, a “bus tree” will be displayed in the
gathering area. To participate, take a paper bus from the
tree, attach your donation, and place it in the offering
plate. Each book of 10 tickets costs $20, but all
contributions are welcome. We will use the donations to
purchase as many ticket books as possible. 
 

Thank you for being part of helping APOC 
clients move forward with their lives.



TRINITY COUNCIL MEETING – Highlights from October 13, 2026
Members Present: Gary Botner, Diane Kracht, Robert Nelson, Glen Torgerson, Linda Westby, Kim
Wittenberg, Kaneia Kinney (Treasurer) and Pastor Diane.  Absent: Brenda Laub

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Christian Education/Youth – Diane:  Confirmation Sunday will be on October 25, 2026, for 4 students.
Three Trinity youth attended Castaway Retreat on Sept 25-27, 2026. The ELCA Youth Gathering will be
June 28 – July 2, 2027, in Minneapolis. Next Meeting: TBA

Endowment – Glen: A CD (matures October 30 ) will be rolled over. The committee will be discussing
the distribution amount at the next meeting.  Next mtg: Nov. 1st following worship.

th

Global Missions/Outreach/Stewardship – Brenda: Pastor Diane and 5 members made crafts with
Open Door clients on Oct. 6. Blessing Bags will be ready for distribution soon.  Trinity will host a
blood drive with Vitalant’s bloodmobile on Nov. 5. The Murder Mystery Theater and dessert will be on
Nov. 15  with proceeds going to Trinity members attending the ELCA youth gathering in 2027. The
Christmas (Bus) Tree will be used again to collect donations for transit tickets for APOC clients. The
2027 “$5 on the 5  Sunday” donations will be designated to Lutheran Disaster Response (Jan);
Summer Grocery Store (May); Barnes County Ministerial Assistance Fund (Aug); and Community
Thanksgiving Baskets (Oct); and in Jan 2028, the Barnes County Food Pantry.
Next Meeting: Jan 7, 2027, at 3:30 p.m. (tentative)

th

th

Worship – Linda: Pastor Appreciation Sunday (Oct 11) included a skit and lay-led leadership for the
first half of the service. Pastor Diane feels very appreciated and grateful.  Confirmation Sunday and
Reformation Sunday will be Oct. 25. Next Meeting: October 15  at 1 p.m.th

Women (WELCA) – Kim: Thank you to Karen and Randy for taking our 85 assembled Lutheran World
Relief school kits to the Fargo site. For the Fall Festival: baking and lefse making on Oct 27 & Nov 4; set
up on Nov. 6; and festival on Nov. 7.  WELCA will prepare and serve dessert for the Murder Mystery
Theater on Nov. 15, and also have a baking day on Nov. 15. Next meeting: Oct. 20  at Noon.th

Property – Gary/Robert:  Sections of sidewalk on the north side of the church and the parking lot
have been replaced. Enterprise will replace the sealer on the west and south side of the Education
wing.  We are working to get someone to do landscaping on the south side of the dining room area to
prevent water leaks.

BUSINESS
An informational meeting regarding the sale 
was held on October 11  after worship. th

ACB will be contacted about snow removal 
for just the church and parking lot.

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday, November 10  @ 6:30 p.m.th

Agenda includes: 
Setting a date for the Annual Meeting; 
forming a Nominating Committee; and 
appointing an Audit Committee. 

September 2026 TLC Financial:
 Beginning Balance (as of 8/31/26):      $272,363.29 
 Income:                                                  $ 15,896.90
 Expenses:                                              $(21,034.73)
 Ending Balance:                                    $267,225.46 
Outstanding Checks:                              $  (9,127.85)
Outstanding Deposits:                            $                0
 Parsonage Sale (Transferring into)
       Annuity                                             $(210,000.00)
       Saving (31,558 - 1667)                     $  (29,891.00)
Adjusted Balance                                     $   18,206.61

October 2026 Worship Attendance:
      4 : 43          11 : 41           18 : 65        25 : 74 th th th th

Members of the ELCA: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America



                      

                                  TLC Sunday School
                 This year we are focusing on stories for    
                 the Old Testament and memorizing the    
                 Ten Commandments. So far, we have   
                 learned about God creating everything;
Adam & Eve missing up; and Joseph & his jealous
brothers. If you want to join the Sunday School
students in memorizing the Ten Commandments,
check out the version on pages 1160-1161 in the
ELW hymnal.

            Mark your calendars for the Sunday School    
           Christmas Program on December 13  during   th

           10 a.m. Worship Service. This year’s   
           Christmas program will feature the students
in different scenes around town as they tell the
Christmas story. The inspiration to travel around
town for pictures came from our overall theme of
“Step by Step God Guides Me” and the journeying
that takes place in the Christmas story. We will
practice for the program Nov 15, Nov 22, Dec 6,
and Dec 13 – during Sunday School time.

Confirmation classes continue with this year’s
focus on the Old Testament. Trinity has 8
students attending (grades 7-9).  From Novmeber
through January, classes will be at Our Savior’s
Luth. – with a light lunch served at 6 p.m. and
classes from 6:30-8 p.m.
 

                      Thank you to all who donated   
                      non-perishable food items during  
                      the food drive on Oct 21 .  Over   st

                    1900 items were collected this year!
This was a collaborative effort of youth from
Trinity, Faith, & Our Saviors Lutheran. These food
items will go to the Barnes County Food Pantry
and will help many in need within our community. 
           

                         Adult leaders and subs are needed    
                         for class time. This involves spending   
                         the evening with a group of students  
                         (for example, 7  grade boys or 8    th th

                          grade girls). Adult leaders assist
Wendi during large group time and leaders during
the small group time.   They do not have to teach
the lesson or prepare anything ahead of time. If
you are interested in helping out, contact Pastor
Diane.

Blessings on Mercer Boom, Sara Crowe,
Deanna Kinney, and Bentley Wieser 
on their Affirmation of Baptism, which took
place on Sunday, Oct. 25 , during Worship,
with Pr. Diane Krumm. 

th

Thank you to Kim Wittenberg for taking
pictures; and Edna Elsner, Karen Ladbury, Pat
Larson, & Rose Wendt for making the
confirmands’ banners. 

                  On Sunday, October 18 , we celebrated    th

                  the sacrament of Holy Baptism for Gryffin    
                   Adrian Zaun, son of Peyton & Madison              
                  Zaun. Gryffin’s sponsors are uncles Drew   
                  Zaun and Teagan Zaun.  Baby Gryffin wore
a baptismal gown made by his great-great-
grandmother, the late Margaret Grotberg (former
TLC member).  The baptismal banner hanging
behind the clavinova was also handmade by
Margaret.  We welcome baby Gryffin into the Body
of Christ and Trinity’s faith family!

                          Have you started the countdown  
                          yet? How many days until  
                          Christmas? Whether you greet that   
                          thought with joy or something less
than joyful, you are invited to read “The Best
Christmas Pageant Ever” and join us for a
discussion on December 2, at 6:30 p.m. The book
was written by Barbara Robinson and first
published in 1972. (The most recent movie
version came out in 2024.) It tells of the rowdy
Herdman children hijacking a church’s Christmas
Pageant and bringing a new perspective to the
Christmas story. This classic book is a great way
to get into the Christmas spirit and discover how
a little chaos can be inspiring. Hope you join us
on December 2nd to discuss the whole book.
(Pastor Diane has a copy that can be borrowed.) 



                                

Crafters, Bakers, Gift Basket Creators
are needed! 

                        

On Saturday, Nov. 7 , TLC WELCA will
be having their annual Fall Festival.
Besides the delicious casserole
luncheon, we will be having a sale of:
baked goods, crafts, quilts, greeting
cards & gift baskets. If you would like
to donate any of these items for the
festival, please have them to the
church on or before 2 p.m. on Friday,
Nov. 6 .  

th

th

For the gift baskets & craft items,
please only donate baskets &/or crafts
that are $30 or less; and please
specify the item’s value when
dropping it off at the church so they
can be priced accordingly. 

                           As we make our ThankOfferings this month, we share in a tradition that goes back to   
                           the 1800’s.  When it seemed that there was not enough money to carry out the work of   
                           the church, the women would take action. Gathering in groups called “cent” or “mite”   
societies, each woman would set aside offerings at home throughout the year in thanksgiving for
blessings received. On occasion, the women would come together as we do this month, joining their
offerings together to support ministry of many kinds.
 
                       When Women of the ELCA was formed over 30 years ago, we committed to continue this         
                       tradition of giving in gratitude for blessings. Each year, in thousands of congregations,   
                       ThankOfferings are given to support the life-changing ministries of Women of the ELCA. 
 
Together, we do more than we could ever do apart. In gratitude for all God has given to us, and with
hope for all that is to come, the women of Trinity invite ALL people to participate on Sunday, Nov.
15th, with offerings of Thankfulness. 
 
ThankOffering envelopes will be distributed in the 11/08 & 11/15 bulletins, or you can pick one up at
the TLC office. If you prefer to give online, go to: https://community.elca.org/welca. These monies will
be sent to Church-wide to support the ministries of WELCA.
 

Women of the ELCA ThankOfffering: Sunday, November 15, 2026 



                                           Every two seconds, someone   
                                           in the U.S. needs blood. This      
                                           could be a little girl in the ICU or
a mother with Stage 3 leukemia. Your single blood
donation has the potential to save up to 3 lives!

                   Upcoming VC area blood drives:                                     
Thursday, Nov. 5th, 2026
12:30 - 4:30 p.m.
BloodMobile Bus @ Trinity Luth. Church
Scan QR code to register online. 

Friday, Nov. 13 , 2026; 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.th

VCSU Skoal Room
  

To schedule an appointment online, go to:
https://donors.vitalant.org

To schedule by phone, call: (877) 258-4825 

 Gather your friends & family and experience "Child of
Promise, Shine Through Us" at Concordia College in
Moorhead, MN! 
 

Tickets: On sale starting Tuesday, Oct 27 at 9 a.m.
Online: ConcordiaChristmas.com
Phone: 888-477-0277 (Mon–Thu, 9 am–1 p.m.)
In Person: Concordia Box Ofc (Mon–Thu, 9 am–1 pm)

WOMEN OF OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN CHURCH

Lefse, Bake & Quilt Sale
Holiday Treasure Sale
Saturday, Nov. 21, 2026

8:30 - 11 a.m.
Breads, Candies, Goodies of all kinds!
Coffee, juice and rolls will be served. 

Proceeds benefit designated WELCA Missions.

At the close of worship on November 8, we will
recognize and thank our veterans for their
service. Trinity Quilters will present quilts to
these members who are over 80 years old:
Jim Ussatis, Woody Wendt, Larry Compson,
Bernard Elsner, Bernie Walters, & Dave Roberg.

We thank God for those who have served in the
military. We remember their sacrifices and the
challenges faced by their family & friends.
While we continue to strive to live out the
ideals of freedom & justice, may we recognize
what brave men and women have done and
pray for a day when all wars shall cease. 

November 11th is Veterans Day – a day to
honor every veteran – living or deceased who
served in wartime or peacetime. Veterans Day
began as Armistice Day in 1919 in
commemoration of the signing of Armistice on
Nov. 11, 1918, with the end of World War I. The
day was renamed Veterans Day in 1954. As a
nation, we recognize and express gratitude for
their service and sacrifice. 

Quilts for Veterans

tel:8772584825
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2FConcordiaChristmas.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgFicmlkETFSVVZkOUN4Zm80OERrTm02c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHrOhfmrfmMDXQdG5BgvTbok9xCxcR5ozVap8od_z7Yq0VB834qdo5hNNrLFw_aem_aq9iCdJ1Kg_nioM_4t4foQ&h=AUC9spkgx9v6DTECKFjDgi-yTn0s04idgdUmVhEEmox5bEJ0joAZ0UnASeEs5qVGcY8o_38htelg-dGlpkAQna6h1jgjE9uvsyw8HeA0cNb-gpVB2olrz7BC4ZdGahXLXdQHkizhic4xbAfD&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AUATkx7OPwV0SzHfL7oQpD5BB6ixHdXgewFGLahYbdaH5SLXKrLEQavm21bz7yHnHBVMADJPU55TWBZdwSIRxf32YWmmt06dY4eKvAPIWxleICD_KrVHvfLq1WCB13hJz6zP7HgHq1m37IeZrzJhb8K8AvVJg4AJ9_kkMZHCXg
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